Introductory
which it was founded. The England that became the
workshop of the world, the England that could achieve
priority over all other nations in access to the world
market, could afford to pay the price of all the com-
promises  it  involved.  That  explains  the  liberty,  the
tolerance, the social peace that Englishmen have enjoyed.
They could, after 1689, afford to make concessions to
one another which never implied the re-opening of fun-
damental questions* We must not, indeed, forget that,
behind the success of the system, there lie both the grim
struggles of the sixteenth century and the civil war of
the seventeenth. We must not forget, either, that both
the French Revolution and the Napoleonic wars gravely
threatened its ability to remain successful. We must not
forget, either, that though its success conferred upon it
a prestige which caused it to be imitated all over the
world, it has rarely been imitated successfully over any
length of time. That is because, among most nations in
which it has been tried, the economic foundations of
success were wanting. They rarely had the economic
leeway to discover that unity of sentiment which builds
the habit of compromise into the foundations of the
national political tradition. This is most notably true of
Italy and of Germany. In both, there was a longing for
the peace which the habit of compromise makes possible.
In neither was there ever a sufficiently long epoch of
economic well-being for the habit to take root. It was
destroyed before it came to maturity because the price
of compromise was deemed too high by the owners of
economic power.
But the habit of compromise, as I have argued, does
not exist in a vacuum. It is always subject to the limitation
that it may be destroyed when the conditions that foster
its continuance are destroyed. I have argued that they